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A newsletter for the South Sudanese community,  
volunteers, mentors, and supporters

Straddling Two Worlds 
In 2019, SSEF will celebrate 19 years of service to the Massa-
chusetts South Sudanese community. Much has happened 
during this time, and there’s a lot to celebrate: of roughly  
150 Sudanese refugees that came to Massachusetts in 
2000-2001 most are doing well - they have gone to school and 
have jobs. Many have gone back to South Sudan and married 
and have come back to Massachusetts. 
Now numbering over 500, the Massachusetts South 
Sudanese community still has one foot in South Sudan 
and one foot in America. In South Sudan there are family 
members who struggle with natural disasters, civil war, 
kidnapping, famine, drought, disease, sexual violence, and 
third-world living conditions. 
SSEF families straddle the concerns of two worlds: while 
establishing a firm foothold here in the US, they are still 
connected to friends and family who are struggling “back 
home.”  Yes, it’s complicated.
SSEF serves multi-stressed survivors of war who work very 
hard to build safe, secure lives for their young families here.  
This newsletter offers a window onto some of this year’s work.  
Resettling refugees is not a sprint, it’s a marathon.   This is why 
SSEF continues our work—and this is why SSEF needs YOU!
Susan Winship, Executive Director &  
Mangok Bol, Chairman of the Board

Visit our newebsite:  SSEFBoston.org             
You will find information about all of SSEF’s 
programs and information about South Sudan.

Some of SSEF’s Programs include:
Saturday 
Bridges Program                         
Since 2008, The 
Saturday Bridges 
Program has brought 
together Sudanese 
children, parents, local 
students, volunteers, 
and professionals for 
enrichment program-

ming during the academic year. The Saturday Bridges 
Program has been in Lincoln since 2017—the program is 
stronger than ever! 

Summer Program                                                               
SSEF supports South Sudanese  
children - going to sleep away camp,  
day camp and summer employment.  

Preschool Scholarship Program                        
This exciting new program raises aware-
ness in the South Sudanese community 
about the value of preschool to a child’s 
development along with a commitment 
to defray the cost of preschool.  

Outreach Program                                      
The “Lost Boys and Girls of Sudan”  have presented the 
story of the genocide in South Sudan to over 25 schools 
and community centers in the Boston area. 

Cultural Preservation Program                     
SSEF owns and shows 34 original 
paintings from the Kakuma refugee 
camps.  These paintings are currently 
at the Concord library though 
December. Animal Kingdom by  
Samuel Ajok 
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Saturday Bridges Program -                       
Adult Workshops

Adult Workshops are tailored to the wants and needs 
of the SSEF Community.  2018 Adult Workshops have 
included:

Ron Ferguson: a Harvard 
professor focused on the critical 
role parent-child interaction plays 
in supporting healthy early brain 
development.  

Dr. Anna Ornstein: a holocaust 
survivor and child psychiatrist  
led a rich discussion on trauma 
and genocide survivorship.  

Janie Ward, Professor of Educa-
tion and Chair, Departments of 
Education, Africana Studies at 
Simmons College, led a discus-
sion on racism and how to talk to 
your children about it.  

We are very grateful for all of our speakers. Their 
impact was immeasurable! Thank you!

Saturday Bridges Program meets for 12 sessions 
during the academic year.  It serves an average of 80 
participants each session.  Thank you to the 45 volun-
teers and generous donors make this programming 
possible.                                                              

Saturday Bridges Program - 
Children’s Workshops

Meanwhile, Children Attend Age-appropriate Sessions 
Full of Fun & Enrichment 

SSEF is delighted to share that 
Becca Fasciano is overseeing the 
Saturday Bridges Infant Room, 
providing attentive nursery care 
while parents attend workshops.  
Renee Henrich has also joined 
the Saturday Bridges team as lead 
teacher 
for the 

Preschool Sessions.  Both of these 
early enrichment programs provide 
parents with an understanding of 
what high quality delivery looks like 
so that they are inspired to enroll 
their children in childcare and 
preschool  programs in their own 
communities. These sessions also engage the SSEF’s young-
est community members in rich developmental opportunities 
and fun!  
School-aged children attend programming at Drumlin 
Farm—an outdoor education center that provides a well-
regarded hands-on curriculum that responds to the seasons, 
engages children’s sense of curiosity, and provides exposure to 
nature, farming, fresh air, and sunshine!  
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A New Program for SSEF  
Preschool Initiative

“Education is My Mother and Father” 
was the motto of the South Sudanese 
when they first came to America, 
and today education continues to 
be important for their children. This 
exciting initiative raises awareness 
in the South Sudanese community 
about the value of preschool to a 
child’s development along with a 
commitment to defraying the cost of 
preschool so knowledge and expense 
are no longer barriers to preschool 
education.

You Don’t Know What You Don’t 
Know… Until Someone Explains
Preschool and early childhood enrich-
ment are foreign concepts for many 
South Sudanese families. Why? 
Because they grew up in a war-torn 
third world country, having not been 
exposed to these ideas.  In response, 
SSEF shows parents why preschool 
matters through Saturday Bridges 
Adult Workshops on Child Develop-
ment, Parenting Skills, and Preschool 
Q & A’s as well as providing Preschool 
Sessions at Saturday Bridges to show 
these concepts in action.

And Preschool is Very Expensive 
Too…
Beyond explanations and assurances, 
SSEF helps parents with affording 
preschool through substantial schol-
arships, assistance with the enroll-
ment process, and help navigating 
the School Voucher and Head Start 
applications. 

In Fall 2018, SSEF helped enroll fifteen 3 and 4-year 
olds in preschool who may have otherwise stayed 
home due to barriers of understanding and expense.

What Do The South Sudanese Families 
Do In The Summer?  A Lot!

SSEF kids delivered some of the most brilliant, hard-won, 
triumphant memories of the summer. Through it all, they boldly 
raised their voices to shape this camp community, and they 
were heard! It was powerful. Thank you! Thank you! Thank 
you!” —Program Director, Camp Merrowvista

SSEF has a long-standing 
relationship with Camp 
Calumet, and we were 
thrilled to be welcomed 
back again this year! The 
32 children who attended 
Calumet shared a memorable 
time together in a traditional 
camp setting among South 
Sudanese siblings, cousins 
and new friends. Meanwhile, 
6 SSEF children attended 
Camp Merrowvista, a new 

SSEF Camp Partner.  We are delighted to make this connection. 
Both camps offered warm welcomes, generous scholarships, fun 
activities, valuable opportunities to grow in independence and 
confidence, and happy memories to bring home.  

We have a Summer Committee that advises the 
Board of Directors about possible summer programs 
for the community.

Amal Amon David Stein Peter Chamnag



South Sudanese Enrichment for Families
P.O. Box 492
Lincoln, MA 01773 
www.ssefboston.org 
781-322-0063

Please Help Keep Our  
Programs Going!  

You may choose to give your gift as unrestricted.

Give your gift to one of our programs: Saturday Bridges  
Program, the Preschool Program, or the Summer Program or 

Consider joining the “Preschool Club” with an  
earmarked donation of $3000.  Each member  
who joins the Preschool Club will get:                                                                                            
• An invitation this Spring to a special event with the  
 South  Sudanese parents of the children in preschool                                                  
• Regular updates on the Preschool Program                                                                   
• 6 colorful African napkins

Thank you for your gift and support for the  
South Sudanese in Massachusetts!      

Email us at SouthSudaneseBoston@gmail.com

Your support – at any level – will help 
us deliver vital and vibrant programs to 
the South Sudanese in Massachusetts

photos by Ellen Morgan

You can donate online at SSEFBoston.org or
Checks may be made out to SSEF and mailed to us at:

PO Box 492, Lincoln, MA 01773


